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of society: Court circles and drawing rooms. The authors them-
selves, anarchical as their temper may be, do unite to form "pres-
sure groups": the literary schools and the cliques. In our pluto-
democracy, all these elements, without disappearing altogether,
have lost much of their influence. On the contrary, the business
of publishing has enormously grown in importance. The pub-
lishers profess, not to dictate public taste, but only to guess its
trend. Their guesses, however, have a formative influence. Vox
Po-puli cannot answer Yes when no question is asked, in other
terms, the readers cannot demand books that are not offered
for sale. So the public taste is limited to what the publishers
guess it to be. It is these various agencies in the formation of
literary opinion that we shall now pass in rapid review.

The nearest approach to a constituted authority in literature
is the professorial body. Ideally, it should be the clergy of the
literary church, the keeper of sacred tradition, the upholder and
interpreter of sound doctrine. These lofty claims, in modern
America, will not even elicit a smile: we are persuaded that the
influence of the professors on living literature is imperceptible.
We are conscious of it only when we react against it: there is,
among publishers, critics and readers alike, a dread of the
"highbrow" taint which is a real force*

Yet the professors may assert without conceit that they have
shaped the literary conscience of the people far more definitely
than is usually allowed. "What droll creatures these professors
be!" exclaimed Gustave Flaubert. But Flaubert himself was the
reverse of a young barbarian, untainted by schooling: he was a
sedulous pupil. In his spirited correspondence with George Sand,
he wrote in the vernacular^ in his novels, he used a decidedly
academic French, and seemed to be in constant dread of the
teacher's blue pencil. How many masterpieces, from Paradise
Lost down, depended for their creation, and still depend for
their preservation, on the scholarly attitude! If the professors
and their textbooks were to disappear altogether, and if the new
generation had an absolutely free start, much would be lost that